. However, this estimate was based on mathematical modeling and not on counting fatalities associated with laboratory-confirmed influenza virus infection. Among the 42 reported cases, laboratory-confirmed influenza virus infection was found in all of the children. InfluAll MMWR references are available on the Internet at http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr. Use the search function to find specific articles.
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CDC Request for Reports of InfluenzaAssociated Deaths Among Children
During the 2003-04 influenza season, CDC is requesting that all influenza-associated deaths among children aged <18 years be reported to CDC through state health departments. In addition, CDC is requesting submission of postmortem tissue specimens and autopsy reports where available. Influenza viral isolates in fatal cases also should be sent to CDC for antigenic characterization.
To report the influenza-associated death of a child aged <18 years, state health departments should contact CDC's Influenza Branch, telephone, 800-232-4636; e-mail, eocinfluenza@ cdc.gov. Case-reporting and specimen-collection forms will be made available to state health departments and medical examiners via the Epidemic Information Exchange, available at http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/epix/epix.html. When completed, the forms should be sent with a cover sheet headed ATTN: Fatal Case Reporting to CDC via fax, 888-232-1322.
